CHAPTER   XXVII!
THE HOPE OF INDIA
COME WITH ME TO THE SAME VILLAGE THREE YEARS LATER,
A preacher has been round, telling them of God the loving
Father who wants us all to have a chance. He has told
them of the family of God in which there is no caste and no
untouchability; he has shown them something of Jesus,
who spent His whole life in doing unselfish things and mak-
ing others happier. cc What's this new religion ? No
caste ? A chance for all ? One man just as good as
another ? It can't be true/' Years pass, and still they
hear no more. But they are continually talking about
this new thing. " It may not have the excitement of the
devil-dances, but it sounds more likely to give us a decent
life, and a chance for the children to do better than we
. have done. Let's ask for another preacher to come." So
it goes on, and by and by there is a majority in the village
in favour of changing to the new religion. One day, the
change is decided upon. Without more ado, they begin
to call each other Matthew and Daniel and Jacob and other
names from the Bible. They now have some hope in life,
so they take a bit more interest in keeping their houses
clean, and washing their clothes occasionally.
But it may stop there. The missionary has no helpers
to send along. The calls of his own work in the district
will only allow of an occasional visit to that village. People
cannot be received into the Christian Church without
preparation and instruction, so they remain just nominal
Christians. The years pass, and someone at home hears
of the need for a native teacher at------.   A few pounds a
year is enough, and her Sunday-school are looking out for a
257                               9